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| THE ROCKS
Near Eutaw Springs, Orangeburg County, South Cerolina

Qwner: OSantee-Cocper Hydroelectric and Navigation Project

Date of erection: 1803-5

‘Present condition: Very good, repaired; in danger of inundation

Builder: Captein Peter Gaillard

Descripntion:

Two full stories high; hipped roof; fairly high basement;

weatherboarded on all elevations. HNine-light sash is used, es

~usual, in the windows both upstairs and down. Louvered shutters
occur except on the porch, where they are paneled. The posts of
the porch are Tuscan columns attenuated to express wood, the me-
terial used, instead of stone. Thev are well Cesigned and
while lacking the graceful naiveté of the slender posts of the
other early examples, have a pleasantly substantial character.
Both the porch and the main cornice are enriched with closely
spaced pseudo-modillions end triglyples. The roof is hipped,
the planes being pitched at about thirty degrees. Its design
is very satisfactory, giving en effect of repose and relating
well to the site. The roof is plerced ¢n the slde slopes by
large square chimney stacks, and the lower courses of the caps
are painted white to simulate the almost universsl plastered
necklngs found in this region,

The plan comprises a pelr of equal dr&w1ng rooms in the
front with an intercommunicating door, and a deor to the porch
from each., These rooms have a palir of windows on each outside
wall and a fireplace in the rear wall, with & door to the hall
at one side. This rear hall has e stair against one well end a
pair of closets facing it. At the rear are the doors to the
flanking rooms. An extension in the rear tezkes the form of a
_covered porch at the end of the hall, with a small room &t
either side. These latter are he&ted by chimneys built against
the side wall. The resr extension, duplicating the outline of
+the front porch, serves to balance the sxde elevatlon.

The 1nterior has its fine original woodwork in perfect
ccndmtion. The mantels are of exceptional merit, and according
to Gaillard's day book were ordered from the north. Their de-

o sign suggests Rhode Island as thelr source, similar motiveés be-
ing found in such houses as the Nightinpale house in Providence,
_,-although this latter example is earlier and more elaborate. - The .
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mantels themselves are guite typical, with slender reeded
pilasters supporting a narrow fluted architrave, wide frieze,
and delicste cornice. The latter has a band of Wall of Troy
dentils, and the pilaster and frieze blocks have carved sun-
tursts, Surrcuncing the fireplaces are facinps c¢f closely
mettled Pennsylvania blue wsrble. The overmantels have coupled
reeded pilaesters supporting full entsblatures similar in aeteil
to that below, though lacking the carved blocks, and possessing
broken serpentine pediments. The central panel is richly
moulded with a supolementary avplied moulding. This latter is
cut at the corners in the form cf indented guadrants.

The cornice of the room repeasts the detail of the mantel
and capg & frieze decorated with closely spacec triglyples and
metopes, the former reeded and the latter filled with lozengs
devices. The deodo is paneled with mouldec cheir rsil aml base,
the former showing scme carving. Waile the stair hall lacks the
enrichments of the mantels its refined detsll and jusicial dis-
position of mouldings give it great distinction. & psneled
dado surrounds the hall and contimues vp the stair. The balus-
trade is formed of simple rectangular verticals, three to a
tread, and & simply moulded walnut handrail. The newel is
sguare in plan, cut to & profile of an attenvated Doric column.
Decorating the stair ends sre interlacing strapwork brackets,
ebove a raking architrave.

Additional data:

The Rocks was built by Captain Peter Gaillard, who, seeklng
to retrieve his fortune lost with the extinction of the indigo
trade, bought the land and reisec cotton on it. The land, en-
riched by marl (causing the piantation name) proved to be a
bonanza, and only eight years after the purchase he was able to
complete his fine house. Fortunately, Gaillard's day book is

- still in existence, and this gives 1803 as the date of the com-
mencement of bnilding orepsrations and 180% as completion.

In recent years The H@cks was gold and thoroughly repaired
by the new CwWners.

-=From "4 Survey of the Early Buildings in the heglon of
the Proposed Santee snd Pinopolis Kes servoirs in South Carollna,"
by Thomas T. %aterman :

Qther ex1st1ng records. Stoney, &, G., Plantations of the Carolina

‘Low Lountrz

Autnor. IJTJLdeLLAb-Ar@Q$MmH

Approveu: SR AL !’




Addendum to:

The Rocks (Captain Peter Gaillard Plantation House) HABS No. 8C-58

Approximately U miles east of Eutaw Springs
Futaw Springs Vicinity

Orangeburg County SN
South Carolina S
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Addendun to:

The Rocks

(Captain Peter Cuilland Plantation House)

Eutaw Springs vicinity
Orangeburg County
South Caroclins
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